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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

Figure 3 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
7,279,639 B2 (Ashibe) 



Application/Control Number: 10/560,423 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2841 

The applied reference has a common inventor and assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Ashibe discloses, referring primarily to figure 2A, a joint for a superconducting 
cable (52), the joint being for jointing two lengths of the superconducting cable (100) 
with each other, the superconducting cable comprising a former, a superconducting 
conductor, and an insulating layer (col. 6, lines 2 — 35); the construction of the joint 
comprising the steps of (a) preparing a jointing ferrule (19) for jointing the formers; (b) 
sliding the jointing ferrule over the end portions of the formers to be jointed; 1 0 (c) 
butting the end faces of the formers against each other in the jointing ferrule; (d) 
compressing the jointing ferrule so as to joint the formers such that the compressed 
ferrule has a diameter equal to that of the former of the superconducting cable; (e) 
butting the end faces of the superconducting conductors to be jointed against each 
other at the outside of the compressed ferrule; and (f) jointing the superconducting 
conductors with each other such that the jointed superconducting conductors have a 
diameter equal to that of the superconducting conductor of the superconducting cable 
[claim 1], wherein the construction of the joint further comprises the step of providing a 
restoring insulating layer (20) at the outside of the superconducting conductor such that 
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the restoring insulating layer has a diameter equal to that of the insulating layer of the 
superconducting cable [claim 2], wherein: (a) the superconducting cable further 
comprises a shielding layer (49); and (b) the construction of the joint further comprises 
the steps of butting the end faces of the shielding layers to be jointed against 5 each 
other at the outside of the restoring insulating layer; and (b2) jointing the shielding 
layers with each other such that the jointed shielding layers have a diameter equal to 
that of the shielding layer of the superconducting cable [claim 3], 1 0 wherein: (a) the 
superconducting cable yet further comprises a channel (S) for a coolant that cools the 
superconducting conductor; and (b) the joint comprises an outer case that can secure a 
coolant channel having a cross-sectional area nearly equal to that of the coolant 
channel of the superconducting cable [claims 4-6]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy C. Norris whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00 am - 5:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A. Reichard can be reached on 571-272-1984. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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